Suggested Kansas Career Pipeline Activities

(Each session 20 to 50 minutes)
Session #1

Students pick out their first three occupational areas. If none of the top three is an area of interest have student pick out the top two plus the other area that falls in the students interest area. Post in portfolio section.

Have students read the three “person matches” under each area. In the note taker area have students write a few sentences of what they found is positive and what they found that may be negatives about the fields.

Session #2

Students click on each of the their top three cluster picks. Have student click on “career pathways” in each cluster. Have student click on one of the general areas in that cluster. Have student pick out a program of study and a career specialty in the area of education they think they are willing to acquire in each of the three clusters and note these on note taker. Have students match their transcript or class plan to the clusters identified in the pipeline.

Session #3 

 Go to the same general area as in #2 above and click “about” under the chosen clusters.

Have students take the three career specialties that they picked last time. Have students find the following for each (enter answers below into the note taker section):

Under “important general work activities” write down three things you like and one that you do not like.

Under “detailed work activities” write down three likes and three dislikes. 

Under “specific tasks typical for this occupation” write down three likes and three dislikes. 

Session # 4 

As above but click on “characteristics” (enter answers below into the note taker section):

Under “important interests” write down which interest best matches you.

Under “important abilities” write down the two abilities that you are best at and the two that you think you would need to work on the most.

Under “important skills” write down the two you are best at the two that you would need to work on the most. 

Under “important work values” write down the one that is most important to you and the one that is least important to you. Show your responses to your parents. Ask them to comment on your responses. Do they see those characteristics in you? Do they see other abilities that you may not have identified?

Session #5

Go back career pathways and your career specialty and click on “education”.

Answer the following (enter answers below into the note taker section):

What is the most common level of education needed in your chosen occupation?

List the “important knowledge” areas for your occupation.

What schools in Kansas offer the education/training needed?

What is the suggested college major for your three career specialties?

How much additional education/training are you interested in after high school graduation? 

Session # 6

Go back career pathways and your career specialty and click on income.

In each of the three career specialties write down the following (enter answers below into the note taker section):

What is the pay in Kansas in the 10th percentile? In the U.S.?

What is the median pay in Kansas? In the U.S.?

What is the pay in Kansas in the 90th percentile? In the U.S.?

What is the average number of job openings in your three career specialties?

Session # 7

(enter answers below into the note taker section):

Go to the “sample plan of study”. Compare the high school classes of study for each of your three career pathways to what is offered at your high school. List what classes suggested that are not offered at your school (if any). If a class or classes are not offered what is the closest class(es) offered at your school that could be substituted. 

Session # 8

On the home page click on “view educational and career timeline”.  Start at whatever grade levels you are at. Read through the suggested activities. Pick out the activities that apply to you (some will be different depending upon if you are planning to work, military, vo-tech, or college after high school) and copy and paste them in the notes section. Be sure to date each one by month and year.  

Session #9

(enter answers below into the note taker section):

On the home page click on “find jobs”.

Click on “career info”.

Click on “ search by high growth”.

Click “search”.

Write down the top five growth jobs.

Click on “search by best paying”.

Write down the top five jobs.

Session #10-12

Go to the resume section.

Discuss what formatting options are appropriate for particular jobs/careers.

Have students enter appropriate personal information into the resume section.

Have students format and print off resume along with posting it in the portfolio section.

Session #13-15

Have student put the following into the portfolio section:

1. Inventory results.

2. Their previous work-experience, job shadows, internships.

3. Resume.

4. Desired post-secondary education/training school and contact information.

5. Estimated annual costs of #4.

6. Scholarships/financial aid possibilities.

